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A summary of Bloodhound, it’s role, preservation and the Argus 
 

 

Historical Context 

The Bloodhound missile was developed by BAC at Filton, Bristol, with initial work starting in the 

late 1940’s. The first Bloodhound variant, the MKI, entering service in 1958 at bases in the UK. The 

Bloodhound MKI had a short operational life being replaced by the MKII in 1964. The Bloodhound 

MKII remained in operational use by the RAF until the end of the Cold War in 1991. The last 

operational Bloodhound MKII’s were withdrawn by Switzerland in 1999. The Bloodhound MKI and 

MKII missiles look very similar but use different and improved technologies to the extent that they 

were totally different systems. Over the operational life of the Bloodhound MKII it was continually 

upgraded and adapted to new threats including a change in its initial role of engaging high-level 

targets and, as the Cold War progressed, to engaging low level targets. 

 

Bloodhound was a defensive system 

used to protect the UK during the 

Cold War and interests overseas. It 

was a key part of the UK’s air defence 

system during the 1980’s. Because of 

the general secrecy in the use of 

Bloodhound and its technology it had 

little visibility with the public. 

 

While the Bloodhound missile was 

developed and designed by BAC the 

electronics for the missile were 

developed by Ferranti. Ferranti in 

Manchester developed the Launch 

Control Post (LCP) and one of the 

Bloodhound radars developed by 

Ferranti in Edinburgh. A second 

Bloodhound radar was developed by 

AEI in Rugby. Bloodhound was a 

completely British designed and 

manufactured missile system. 

 

Initial testing of the Bloodhound 

missile was carried out on the missile 

range at Woomera in South Australia 

with acceptance trials being carried 

out at North Coates in Lincolnshire. 

 
Bloodhound Firing – Aberporth, West Wales 

In service test firings were carried out in the UK at Aberporth, Wales, no Bloodhounds were fired at 

any other location in the UK. Once operational the Bloodhound MKII system was used in the UK 

and Germany by the RAF and sold to Sweden, Switzerland and Singapore. Bloodhound MKII was 

also deployed by the RAF to Cyprus and the Far East. 

 

Bloodhound and the Argus Computer 

A significant difference between the Bloodhound MKI and MKII Bloodhound missile systems was 

the introduction of the digital computer with the MKII in 1964, the MKI using older analogue 

computers. The computer was used for missile control and target engagement in the LCP, the 



Bloodhound MKII digital computer being the Ferranti Argus. It is believed that the use of the Argus 

in Bloodhound was the first application of a digital computer in an operational military system, 

certainly in the UK. 

 

The first Argus to be used in the 

Bloodhound MKII system on its 

introduction in 1964 was the 200. The 

Argus 200 was designed as a process 

control computer that also found use in 

civil applications such as chemical plants 

and steel making. 

 

The Argus 200 remained in use in the 

Bloodhound MKII LCP until 1985 when a 

major upgrade program saw it replaced 

by the more powerful Argus 700. The 

Bloodhound MKII system also had 

several simulators used to train 

Engagement Controllers. The simulator 

replicated all the LCP missile control and 

target acquisition functions. Originally 

based on the Argus 200 the simulator 

was later upgraded to the Argus 500. 

With the introduction of the Argus 700 in 

to the operational LCP it was possible to 

integrate the Bloodhound simulation 

capability with the operational LCP and 

the dedicated Argus 500 simulators were 

disposed of in the mid 80’s. 

 

The use of the Argus 700 in the  

 
Argus 700 – Bloodhound LCP 

Bloodhound MKII LCP was short lived as all RAF Bloodhound units in the UK were disbanded by the 

end of 1991 as part of the negotiations to reduce the number of weapon systems at the end of the 

Cold War. 

 

Bloodhound Today 

Remnants of Bloodhound MKI and MKII systems can be found at various locations in the UK, both 

privately owned and in museums. It is the missiles that are the most sought-after item because it 

looks like what it is! Significantly the RAF donated two representative Bloodhound MKII sections to 

museums in 1991, one to the RAF Museum at Cosford the other to the Imperial War Museum at 

Duxford. A representative system being one each of the main parts of a Bloodhound section 

namely, a missile and launcher, LCP and radar. 

 

Today the condition of Bloodhound relics is very mixed with most being in poor condition but there 

are one or two exceptions. The best example of a Bloodhound MKII missile is at the new Aerospace 

Bristol museum at Filton, an exception as most Bloodhound items have been left in the open to 

deteriorate over time. 

 

Bloodhound Preservation 

A preservation project was initiated after it became evident that the RAF Museum and the Imperial 

War Museum did not have Bloodhound at the top of their restoration list, or anywhere else on 

their list of work to be carried out. The Bloodhound Missile Preservation Group (BMPG) was 

therefore created to fulfil a role that our national museums couldn’t and that is to preserve a 

representative Bloodhound MKII section as part of the UK’s Cold War heritage. To date the group 

has acquired a Bloodhound MKII LCP and Type 86 Firelight radar and are currently restoring both 

for a return to public display. The group consists mainly of ex RAF and Ferranti people who give of 



their time and travel freely. The group is self-funded with some private donations but receives no 

financial grant or sponsorship from any organisation. The group has received substantial support 

from individuals and organisations in know-how and donations of items over the past five years. 

 

Restoring a Bloodhound Argus 700 System 

On acquiring the LCP the obvious question for BMPG was, ‘can the Bloodhound simulator be 

repaired’? A working simulator would provide the actual missile engagement environment from 

the Cold War for demonstrating air defence during the Cold War to future generations. Key to this 

objective was the restoration of the Argus 700 computer with its inputs and outputs and display 

system. Not an insignificant task as the Argus700 and all other components had been abandoned 

for over twenty years in the open and subjected to all extremes of environmental conditions. With 

a lot of support and at the end of a four-year restoration program the Bloodhound MKII simulator 

is working once more. 

 

The work involved in restoring the Argus 700 from such a poor condition has been extensive and 

would not have been possible without third party support to overcome the challenge of obtaining 

parts, particularly for missing items, and upgrading some of the technology through necessity, 

namely the Argus 700 disk system. Any professional assessment of the Argus 700 in its original 

condition with oxidisation and corrosion would have consigned it to the scrap heap. The success of 

the restoration has been down to individuals who have ‘made it happen’. 

 

 
Bloodhound MKII LCP Display Following Restoration 

 

What happened to all the Argus 700 computers used in Bloodhound? 

When the RAF Bloodhound units disbanded in 1991 it is estimated that there were twenty plus 

Argus 700 based Bloodhound MKII LCP’s plus spares. What is known is that the Argus 700 

computers were not scraped but disposed of to other MOD units who also were using the Argus 

700 at the time, particularly the Navy in some of their helicopter simulators. Six complete LCP’s 

were also purchased by the Swiss as spares for their still operational Bloodhound units. BMPG have 

a close working relationship with the Swiss Bloodhound Museum, BL-64, who also maintain a 

working Argus 700 Bloodhound simulator. 



 

The Future 

The Bloodhound MKII simulator has been restored but work continues on the LCP cabin and radar 

at RAF Cosford and as stated will go back on public display. It is the intent to keep the Argus 700 

based Bloodhound MKII simulator running in perpetuity so that part of the UK’s Cold War heritage 

remains demonstrable. 

 

As a result of BMPG’s preservation work on their Argus 700 it is now a member of the Computer 

Conservation Society (CCS), a joint initiative of the Science Museum and the British Computing 

Society. The CCS are all about preserving the UK’s computer heritage and maintaining computers in 

their working environment for future generations. BMPG are well placed to be part of this mission 

as the Argus 700 based Bloodhound MKII LCP with its simulator is self-contained and 

demonstrable. 

 

 

Further information: 

 

Web Site 

http://www.bmpg.org.uk/ 

 

YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_G00gyq95Q 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Xl1By8vh3k 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0Z9TBa9PzI 

 

Blog 

https://bmpg.wordpress.com/ . 

 

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/BloodhoundMissilePreservationGroup/ 

 
Twitter 

https://twitter.com/Bloodhound_BMPG 
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